
 

Dear colleague, 
I am delighted to invite you to the NISDA Conference 2019, which this year 
will be held at Reigate Grammar School in Surrey during the Summer Half 
Term (Friday 31st May – Sunday 2nd June 2019). Following last year’s 
excellent celebration of the 25th Anniversary of NISDA, this year we return 
to the South East of England for a conference celebrating student 
achievement, looking at the role of Drama in Education and learning from 
some of the country’s top theatre practitioners. 

To book your place, please complete the online booking form for each 
delegate, and see the attached document for payment information. 
Please forward this information to anyone in your school/organisation 
who might also wish to attend.

This year’s conference will feature some of the finest theatre practitioners in 
the world, and as ever aims to balance between curriculum-specific content 
and workshops to inspire your creativity (and schemes of work!) 

NISDA is organised by a committee of teachers, technicians and theatre 
managers, and we run our annual conference for all those who teach, direct 
or support classroom drama or co-curricular theatre. The conference is an 
invigorating balance of affordable and professional training, networking 
opportunities and entertainment. It is our aim to promote the study and 
practice of drama and theatre in schools, and we’re excited to be bringing 
you the latest instalment. 

The conference will commence on Friday afternoon at 2pm with a number 
of events focused on the curriculum. These will include opportunities to 
have face-to-face conversations with members of the Drama teams from the 
leading exam boards, as well as a discussion about life after secondary 
school with current students from the UK’s top Drama Schools. 
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On Friday night, following a quiz and a BBQ, we have arranged a 
performance from one of the UKs leading stand up comedians, who will 
take time from working with the BBC to perform material from her latest 
tour. There will the be a chance to head into Reigate to enjoy the local 
hospitality, or back to your hotel to prepare for the day ahead. 

Whilst the final details will be under wraps until early 2019, the workshops 
on Saturday will provide a broad range of options, and below is a flavour of 
the range of skills we will be offering. In the past, NISDA has hosted 
Kneehigh, Frantic Assembly, Gecko and Steven Berkoff, amongst others. 
Saturday will include: 

• A choice of morning warm ups, including stretching, voice and yoga 

• Stage combat - a leading RSC actor will lead a practical workshop in 
how to create realistic fights for the stage 

• Costume: in theatre; An RSC costume supervisor talks practically 
about the process of bringing design to the stage 

• Costume: in schools; A practical guide to recruiting parents and 
helpers to assist with productions in schools 

• The director of one of the country’s leading companies offers 
practical suggestions for devising theatre, as well as hands-on 
experience of working with puppets 

• Puppet making: a practical guide for how to make puppets in schools, 
led by an industry veteran 

• Storytelling and devising: we are delighted to welcome some old 
friends back to NISDA to share with you some of the secrets of their 
meteoric success since they were last with us 

• Clowning and the secrets of Gaulier 

• Storytelling through improvisation. Multi-award winning improvisers 
lead a workshop looking at how to structure a story 

• Playwriting. A top playwright joins us to share her top tips for writing 
and devising theatre 

• Choreography in schools: a practical guide to producing routines for 
all ability ranges 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Saturday will conclude with some NISDA traditions - speeches from our 
patrons, a chance to debrief and share what you’ve experienced with other 
delegates, and then a dinner and a second performance. We host great 
dinners at Reigate, and this will be no exception. There will then be a 
chance to dance or sing as we open a bar late into the evening. 

On Sunday morning this year, there will be options for how to start your 
day, including tours of the local vineyard or the town’s historic caves, a 
chance to relax with papers and pastries or simply a brief lie-in. Then we are 
delighted to welcome a selection of high profile guests from the worlds of 
theatre, politics and education for a panel discussion covering “The role of 
Drama in Education” as well as “The state of theatre post-Brexit”. After that, 
we will have an interview and Q&A session with a true theatrical legend, 
whose identity will remain a secret until the day! 

ACCOMMODATION
As you’d expect from a school nestled in the Surrey Hills, there are a huge 
number of beautiful places to stay relatively nearby. Some of the best ones 
are listed below. But we have also arranged a deal with the local Travelodge 
and can offer a number of discounted rooms for those booking early. 

Our Recommended Option
Unusually, there are two Travelodges within approx. 5 minutes walk of each 
other in Redhill Town Centre

https://www.travelodge.co.uk/hotels/625/Redhill-Town-Centre-hotel

https://www.travelodge.co.uk/hotels/480/Redhill-hotel 

These are both approximately 25 minutes walk from the school and the 
most convenient option for attending conference. The local 435 or 420 bus 
can cut this journey down to 6 minutes at a cost of £2.40, or the local taxi 
firm Roadrunners offer a flat fee of £3.50 for the journey. Uber operates in 
the area, although prices will vary. 

Please remember to reserve breakfast as part of your booking as breakfast 
cannot be provided on Saturday or Sunday morning at school. Please call 
the Travelodge hotel reservation on 08719 846 101 or book online at the 
above link. Please book your rooms as soon as possible as half term 
accommodation goes notoriously fast. 
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Further afield
For those who prefer their hotels advertised by Lenny Henry, there is a 
Premier Inn in Salfords, which is a short drive from the school

https://www.premierinn.com/gb/en/hotels/england/surrey/redhill/redhill-
reigate.html 

Alternative accommodation options
https://bridgehousereigate.com/

https://www.bestwestern.co.uk/hotels/best-western-reigate-manor-
hotel-83118

https://www.hartsfieldmanor.co.uk/ 

Unfortunately we are currently unable to offer camping on site, 
although we are working on this. We will let you know if this changes.

BOOKING 
You can find all of the booking details by clicking here  

Please complete the online booking form and submit payment to our 
NISDA Treasurer Jo Brayton. Workshop option forms will be available online 
in the Spring. Please remember that this is a very popular conference and 
places are limited, so book early. 

We very much look forward to hearing from you.

Best wishes,

Hugh Edwards

hwe@reigategrammar.org 

Director of Theatre, RGS

NISDA Social Media and Marketing Coordinator
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