
  
 

   
 

 

2019 Workshop Details 
 

Thanks for your interest in NISDA 2019 at Reigate Grammar School. We’ve put together a diverse 

range of options for this year’s conference, and we’re excited to welcome you in!  

Workshop choices will be available once you have signed up to attend the conference. You can 

do so here 

2019 Workshops 

PUNCHDRUNK 

We’re delighted to be welcoming one of the world’s leading theatre companies to NISDA for the first time. 

Since 2000, Punchdrunk has pioneered a game changing form of theatre in which roaming audiences 

experience epic storytelling inside sensory theatrical worlds. Blending classic texts, physical performance, 

award-winning design installation and unexpected sites, the company's infectious format rejects the 

passive obedience usually expected of audiences. 

punchdrunk.org.uk 

Workshop Aim: A practical exploration of the methods and practices of Punchdrunk 

Curriculum Focus: Devised work, site-specific/promenade theatre, storytelling 

FRANTIC ASSEMBLY 

Can you be terrified and fearless? That is how Frantic Assembly started. From a reckless leap into the 

unknown Frantic Assembly has developed into one of the most studied and praised theatre companies 

working today. 

Their ambition is to continue to learn and remain committed to making brave and bold theatre. At times 

it is physically dynamic and brutal. At others it's proudly tender and fragile. 

Frantic Assembly has always been about more than the work on the stage. It is about the ethos of 

collaboration, of empowerment, of that constant desire to improve. It is about telling stories in a voice 

we don't always hear and about finding talent in places we don't always look. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd3yTkrTb2k85gFIagtkef8h7mgWnfnN2PT35yfO3nuqAmrJA/viewform


  
 

   
 

franticassembly.co.uk 

Workshop Aim: A four-hour practical journey through the ethos and methods of Frantic Assembly 

Curriculum Focus: Physical theatre, devising, movement 

AUSTENTATIOUS 

We can’t wait to welcome the smash hit, sell out improvised Austentatious to NISDA this year. A run-away 

Edinburgh success and now a firm fixture of London’s West End, Austentatious uses long-form 

improvisation to tell the untold story of a different ‘undiscovered’ Jane Austen novel each night.  

In this workshop they will share some of the secrets of long-form improvisation, and how to devise a clear 

narrative story. 

austentatiousimpro.com 

Workshop Aim: Ways in which long-form improvisation techniques can be used to create narrative 

Curriculum Focus: Devising, improvisation, confidence building,  

FIONA CLIFT 

Fiona is an associate artist at Blind Summit. For twenty years Blind Summit have consistently subverted 

people's expectations of puppetry: from giant storybook characters in the opening ceremony of London’s 

2012 Olympic Games to The Table, a globally successful touring production that completely up-ended 

audiences’ understanding of how puppet and puppeteer communicate. Blind Summit’s cohort of 

exceptional makers and puppeteers has also contributed to the creation of some of the most 

extraordinary spectacles of recent years, including War Horse and Pinocchio at the Royal National Theatre 

and The Lorax at the Old Vic. 

fionaclift.org 

Workshop Aim: Learn the basics of bunraku puppetry, improvising and writing material from puppets 

into a devising process 

Curriculum Focus: Puppetry, devising, story-telling, skill development 

SAM POTTER 

Sam Potter was the Literary Manager at Out of Joint from 2011 until 2013 and Creative Associate at 

Headlong from 2013 until 2015. She has run writers' groups, workshops and masterclasses for a wide 

variety of organisations including; North Wall, JMK, RSC, Papatango, Soho Theatre, NT, Salisbury 

Playhouse and Liverpool Everyman. 

 sampotter.org.uk 



  
 

   
 

Workshop Aim: A practical guide to writing plays including; choosing what to write about, structuring 

your material, exercises to develop work and the drafting process. 

Curriculum Focus: Links between live theatre and text, writing characters, clear narrative, working in 

theatre 

ANDY APOLLO 

Andy trained at Bristol Old Vic and performs regularly at The Globe Theatre, with whom he toured the 

world, and with the Royal Shakespeare Company. Here he shares some of his techniques for Stage 

Combat. 

Workshop Aim: The basics of hand to hand stage combat - how to tell a story safely and effectively 

Curriculum Focus: Skills, stage combat, Shakespeare 

SAM BAILEY 

Sam is an award-winning director of performance in theatre, film, TV and video games from London with 

experience in proper-belly-laugh comedy (not the polite snortle of theatres). After training at CSSD he co-

founded Parrot in the Tank Theatre Company. He has since trained at L’Ecole Philippe Gaulier as a clown 

in Paris, and has returned to Central to teach devised theatre. 

samueljbailey.com  

Workshop Aim: This workshop will introduce the participants to the pedagogy of clown and how it can 

be used in schools to bring comedy, stakes, status and play to performances. 

Curriculum Focus: Devising, story-telling, comedy, physical theatre 

WILL ALDER 

Will is a producer, artistic director and technical designer, and has worked with companies such as Oxford 

Playhouse, the Royal Opera House, Southbank Centre and the National Youth Theatre, in London’s West 

End and in Saudi Arabia. In 2017, he created and delivered London’s first Live Advent Calendar, where 

each day a new real door would open revealing a free festive surprise. This included opera in the aisles of 

a Sainsbury’s supermarket, a Santa’s Grotto inside a real police cell, and a performance of A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream in an underground car park - to name just three! 

Will is an expert in Qlab, and will be running a workshop on practical ways to integrate lighting and sound 

into lessons and productions, using the most basic of technology, and how you can use software to teach 

design elements of the GCSE and A Level course. 

williamalder.co.uk 

Workshop Aim: An introduction to the world of sound, and the infinite creative possibilities available 

through using Qlab and thinking outside the box! 



  
 

   
 

Curriculum Focus: Design candidates, using sound and lighting software, developing skills 

ANNIE SUTTON 

Annie is a theatre practitioner writer deviser and sometime actor director. She enjoys being a feminist a 

fool and portal for the imagination. Being small & angular enables her to slip into public transport systems 

constantly moving and learning from new. Her disrespect for grammar can be an absolute exclamation 

mark. 

Alongside working with companies including Paines Plough, The Soho Theatre, and extensive residencies 

at The New Diorama Theatre, Annie has been part of the team at The Stanislavski Experience since 2009 

and is the co-writer of Theatre in Practice: A Student’s Handbook published by Routledge. The second 

edition is out now to a great response already. Annie has also written several of the teacher resource 

packs for OCR Performance Studies A Level syllabus. 

annieesutton.wordpress.com 

Workshop Aim: A practical exploration of the techniques of Steven Berkoff, exploring the physical 

ensemble. 

Curriculum Focus: Practitioner knowledge, physicality, devising, story-telling 

These workshop details are correct at the time of publishing. Whilst we don’t intend to, we reserve the 

right to change the lineup without notice. There are two more workshops which may be available subject 

to confirmation. 

 

How to Book 
 

You can find full details about how to book your place at bit.ly/NISDA19, including details of 

accommodation and travel options. A full breakdown of the itinerary will be published closer to the 

conference date, but the structure is below: 

Day 1 – Friday 31st May 2019 

1.00pm - Delegates arrive for registration 

2.00pm - Conference begins; exam information sessions, plus a carousel of talks from industry 

professionals on different aspects of theatre and education 

6.30pm - BBQ & prosecco welcome 

8.00pm - Performance begins 

9.00pm - Day One closes. Bar options available 

Day 2 – Saturday 1st June 2019 

http://bit.ly/NISDA19


  
 

   
 

8.30am - Warm up, yoga, swimming options begin 

10.00am - Workshop Session One 

12.00pm - Lunch 

1.30pm - Workshop Session Two 

3.15pm - Workshop Session Three 

8.00pm - Formal dinner begins, with performance 

9.30pm - Post-dinner entertainment 

Day 3 – Sunday 2nd June 2019 

9.30am - Warm Up & Games Exchange 

11.00am - Keynote panel discussion 

12.00pm - Special guest speaker 

1.00pm - Conference ends 

 

Full information about how to choose workshops will only be sent to those who have already 

signed up for the conference. So follow the link above and sign up today to avoid missing out.  

We can’t wait to welcome you to Reigate! 

 


	2019 Workshops
	How to Book

